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W e are delighted to welcome Susan Abelein, Ph.D. as our new Head 
of School.  
 

Susan joined St. Aloysius in July of 2008 with extensive administrative and 
teaching experience. For 15 years, Dr. Abelein lived and worked in south-
ern California, serving as Principal of two schools, Verbum Dei High 
School, a Cristo Rey Network Jesuit high school in Los Angeles, from 
2004 to 2008 and St. Paul of the Cross Elementary School in La Mirada 
from 1999 until 2004. Prior to joining St. Paul, she served as Vice Principal 
at St. Bernard Elementary School in Bellflower, California and as a Sum-
mer School Administrator for St. John’s School in Tumon, Guam. 
 

Dr. Abelein was a faculty member at Loyola Marymount University in 
Los Angeles for three years, a visiting instructor at the University of 
Notre Dame’s Alliance for Catholic Education program for three sum-

mers, and taught various subjects at Verbum Dei High School, St. Paul of the Cross Elementary 
School, and St. Bernard Elementary School. She began her career teaching English from 1992 to 
1995 at St. John’s School on Guam. 
 
Dr. Abelein received her Doctor of Philosophy in Education Policy and Administration from the 
University of Southern California. She earned her Master of Education degree from the University 
of Portland and her Bachelor of Arts degree in English with Secondary Education from the State 
University of New York at Geneseo. She holds certifications from the State of New York as a 
School Administrator/Supervisor and Secondary Level English Teacher. She also holds a certificate 
in Catechetical Ministry from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Dr. Abelein is a native of New 
York. Dr. Abelein served on the boards of Urban Compass and Loyola High School, Los Angeles.� �
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Carol McCarthy joined 
St. Aloysius in July of 
2008 from St. James 
Catholic School in Savan-
nah, Georgia, where she 
taught third grade and 
served on a Diocesan 
committee to redesign the 
Math curriculum. Prior to 
her work at St. James, she 
spent two years teaching 
third grade at Notre Dame 

Academy in Savannah. Her service to Notre 
Dame Academy was part of the Alliance for 
Catholic Education program, run by the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. This program serves 

under-resourced Catholic schools in the south, 
while providing professional, spiritual, and 
community support to new teachers. In addi-
tion, in the summer of 2006, Miss McCarthy 
served as a Mentor Teacher for the Alliance for 
Catholic Education Program in Notre Dame, 
where she supervised pre-service teachers dur-
ing their summer practicum. 
 
Miss McCarthy received her Masters degree in 
Education from the University of Notre Dame, 
where she also earned her Bachelor of Arts 
Degree. She is originally from Buffalo, New 
York.�  

����
����������
���
	�����
�����



 

 

������������� �!�"�#���$��%&�

���������	
���������
������������������������������ ��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������������	
���������
������������������������������ ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������

��Dear Friends, 
I hope you enjoy this issue of St. Aloysius News. You'll find an introduc-
tion to our new faculty and our Cristo Rey New York High School work-
ers. You'll also get a glimpse into the some of the activities that have en-
gaged our eager students: sixth grade girls spent a week on a real farm and 
our Bowman girls held their own Obama-McCain debates. Our faculty 
and staff are dedicated to the daily work of educating and inspiring our 
students; there are others who join in this effort, our wonderful volunteers.   
 

Men and Women for Others+—It has been 35 years since Fr. Pedro Arrupe 
used this phrase in a speech to Jesuit alumni. Using this phrase in the con-
text of education for justice, Jesuit high schools and universities have 
worked intentionally with faculties, students and alumni to instill this call 
to altruistic service by thoughtfully infusing curricula and organizing ac-
tivities. St. Aloysius is a recipient of such generous service. We are grate-
ful to Mr. William Buckley, who is an Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) 
member. The IVC calls upon retired men and women to give back those in 
need by sharing the education and experience gained from their career. 
Mr. Buckley tutors our middle school students in math three afternoons a 
week.  
 

We are also grateful to Ms. Jenna Macho and Ms. Alex Amodei, two Jes-
uit Volunteer Corps members (JVC). The JVC calls upon recent college 

graduates to serve in under-resourced community programs. Ms. Macho 
works with students in grades 1-5 and Ms. Amodei works in the Gonzaga 
program. We are also grateful to Brian, Andrew, Yao, Peter, and Chris, 
five students from Regis High School. Regis requires seniors to volunteer 
at specific organizations on Tuesdays from 9am – 11:30am; our young 
men serve as tutors in both Bowman and Gonzaga. Fr. Arrupe's call to 
serve, to be men and women for others, is certainly not limited to Jesuit 
organizations; it is a call that can be answered by anyone willing to listen 
and with the commitment to respond. Mrs. Pat Barry is a long time friend 
of St. Aloysius, volunteering on a weekly basis in our Art program. St. 
Aloysius welcomes volunteers; if you are interested in learning about ways 
to help our students, please contact our Development Office for a listing of 
volunteer opportunities.  
Blessings,  
 
 
 
Susan Abelein, Ph.D. 
Head of School 
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We are excited about our newest St. Aloysius members.  
 

Christine Allen, Bowman Math and Science: Ms. Allen graduated 
from Boston College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in secondary edu-
cation and mathematics. She has taught various math courses in a num-
ber of high schools in Massachusetts.  
 

Mary Broderick, Bowman Religion, LSW/Grammar: Ms. Broder-
ick graduated from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in 2006 with a 
bachelors degree in Elementary Education. After graduating, she joined 
the Lasallian Volunteers where she taught reading, math and various 
other subjects to fifth graders for two years in both Newburgh, NY and 
Chicago, IL.  
 

John Carbone, Gonzaga Religion and Social Studies: Mr. Carbone 
has had a 26 year career in the Federal Government (Army Corps of 
Engineers, US Coast Guard). Mr. Carbone has taught at Francis High 
School on Staten Island and East Stroudsburg High School in the Po-
conos.  
 

Suzanne Denihan, Read-A-Story, Health/PE: Ms. Denihan gradu-
ated from Boston College in 2003 majoring in Human Development. 
She continued her studies at the Fashion Institute of Design and Mer-
chandise in Los Angeles.  
 

Karen Ham, Music: Ms. Ham is from the Brooklyn-Queens Diocese. 
She has taught music for over twenty years.  
 

Latoya Neil, Bowman Social Studies and Reading: Ms. Neil is the 7th 
grade homeroom teacher. She graduated from Fordham University in 
the Bronx, majoring in African and African American Studies along 
with Spanish Literature. While at Fordham, she spent a semester in 
Granada, Spain. This past summer she volunteered in the Vocation 
Bible School of Living Word Ministries.  
 

Sheila Malo, 4th Grade: Prior to joining the St. Aloysius community, 
Ms. Malo taught 10th grade at St. Pius V in The Bronx for the past ten 
years.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Twomey, Art: Since 1999, Ms. Twomey has focused on an art 
career and has exhibited widely in group art exhibitions around the 
USA. Her work is in the permanent collection of the Museum of New 
Art, Detroit, Rhizome Art base, and other private collections. Chris 
attended Reed College, received a BFA with honors from Ramapo 
College, NJ, and MFA in “New Forms” at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn.  
 

Deidre Wellington, Kindergarten: Ms. Wellington has worked for 
the Archdiocese of NY for the past 14 years. Prior to joining St. Alo-
ysius, she worked as a teacher’s aid for 4 years at Immaculate Concep-
tion School in The Bronx , taught kindergarten for seven years and was 
a teacher’s aid for 3 years at St. Pius V.  
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On Monday, September 6th, all 19 Bowman girls along with 
teachers, Suzanne Denihan and Gabe Velez, boarded a charter 
bus bound for the Spring Brook Farm in Reading, Vermont. As 
part of the Farms for City Kids program, the 6th Grade Bowman 
girls spent five days on the working dairy farm, which offered 
them the chance to learn first-hand about life on a farm.  
 
 
 

The girls awoke at 6:00am to start their morning chores. They 
fed and cleaned up after the animals, gathered eggs, and picked 
vegetables—all before breakfast! The experience taught lessons 
in hard work, cooperation and determination. The girls put in a 
lot of effort and felt very proud of accomplishing things they 
never imagined they would never do. 
 

Special thanks to the Farms for City Kids program: Karli and 
Jim Hagedorn, founders; Eric Johnson, Executive Director; 
and Bob Macri, Education Director.�  

Let the Debate Begin! 
 

Just as things were 
heating up on the 
campaign trail, so 
too were they at St. 
Aloysius. For three 
weeks in September, 
the 8th grade Bow-
man girls prepared 
for a debate, focus-
ing on the two major 
presidential candi-
dates’ for the up-

coming election. The class of twelve was split into two groups, 
Team Obama and Team McCain.  
 
Each team thoroughly investigated the candidates positions on vari-
ous issues. The girls worked with their teams to put together key 
topics for discussion and came up with rebuttal strategies. They 
practiced speaking clearly while maintaining eye contact with the 
audience and tried their best to keep their personal views out of the 
debate. 
 

For 45 minutes, the girls went head to head on a number of topics 
including: the war in Iraq, education, same-sex marriage, the death 
penalty and taxes. They even included references to the Constitution 
and the candidates’ religious beliefs in the debate.  
 
It was a powerful, engaging experience, and the girls really enjoyed 
the heated interaction. Some even came to realize that they have 
more in common with the candidates than they originally thought. ��

3rd Graders Walk for Safety 
 

In celebration of National 
Walk to School Week, the 
third grade class, led by 
their teacher Mrs. Conny 
O’Connell and Community 
Associate Mr. Maurice 
Watson, participated in the 
Walk to School Program 
sponsored by the New York 
City Department of Trans-
portation. 
 

The program hosts events in 
every borough throughout 
the week to educate parents 
and students about pedes-
trian safety. Walk to School 
Week also promotes walking as a healthy form of exercise and as a 
way to reduce traffic congestion and pollution in the city.�  

The New Kids on the Block 
As part of the Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP), five students from 
Cristo Rey New York High School come to St. Aloysius every week. 
“Through their corporate work study jobs, students gain real-life work ex-
perience that develops their work ethic, increases their self-esteem, and 
prepares them for college and their future,” states Cristo Rey CWSP Direc-
tor, Brian Heese. 
 

Dr. Abelein has them busy with a wide variety of tasks including mailings, 
filing, record keeping, and data entry. They have even helped inside the 
classrooms. 
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Sidra Robinson…………………………………………..……Temple University 
Diamond Smith……………………………………………….Morrisville College 
Kristopher Robinson……………………………Boston College (full scholarship) 
Marianna Bah………………………………………..……………Baruch College 
Ameera Nagle…………………………………………….Manhattanville College 
Misha Crawley………………………………………...…………Oswego College 
Jasmine Mansell…………………………………………….University of Buffalo 
Veniqua Wilson…………………………….DePaul University (full Scholarship) 
Kevin Hartley………………………..Borough of Manhattan Community College 
Joandry Escalera…………………………...………………………SUNY Albany 
Shareem Middleton……………………………..…………St. Thomas University 
Christian Hernandez……………………………………………….Hunter College 
Maurice Hicks………………………………………………………..Iona College 
Lorena Vera……………………………………………College of the Holy Cross 
Robert Conde……………………………….John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
Manuel Jackson………………………………………….University of Bridgeport 
John Battle…………………………..Borough of Manhattan Community College�
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