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Early Monday morning on 
December 15th, the entire 
St. Aloysius community 
was buzzing with the news 
of a special visitor. Com-
plete with camera crews, 
photographers, and a host 
of behind the scenes help-
ers, Anne Hathaway vis-
ited St. Aloysius School’s 
Renaissance Café to dis-
cuss healthy eating habits.  
 

As part of our nutrition 
program, sponsored by the 
Food Bank for NYC, the 
series was part of our on-
going education of the im-
portance of a balanced 
diet . Ms. Hathaway led students in the preparation of a Carrot salad.   
 

St. Aloysius School’s Renaissance Café is one of twenty Kid’s Café programs in New York City 
sponsored by the Food Bank. The café serves approximately 200 students from September through 
July as an after-school meal program for children from low-income families. According to research 
by the Center on Hunger and Poverty, children who participate in Kids Café programs reported 

earning better grades 
in school, having more 
energy and were able 
to concentrate better. 
 

Our students were 
overjoyed at meeting 
Ms. Hathaway and 
were thrilled to sit 
down and chat with 
her. She even took the 
time to autograph their 
chef hats, courtesy of 
the Netflix Feeding 
American Program.  
 

The event brought 
great media coverage 

to St. Aloysius and to the issue of hunger in our society and was featured on Entertainment Tonight, 
in the NY Daily News, NY Post and People Magazine.�  

Anne Hathaway chats with St. Aloysius students while preparing the salad. 

Anne Hathaway takes a moment to pose with St. Aloysius students. 
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I hope this newsletter finds you well and enjoying a 
healthy and prosperous start to the New Year.  
 

The Fall newsletter appeal and Christmas card appeal 
were well received and I am very grateful to all of 
you for your contributions thus far. St. Aloysius is 
deeply blessed by your generosity. Your investment 
in the children of St. Aloysius pays off daily in the 
growth and development of every child: pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten children are learning 
the fundamentals to unlock reading, third graders re-
cently completed science projects in recycling, the 
Bowman 8th grade girls just finished reading A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn, one of the 100 novels they'll read 
over their three years in our program, while the Gon-
zaga 6th grade boys completed striking profile por-
traits that truly reflect their individuality.     
  

From Hollywood to Wall Street, the children we 
serve and their remarkable success have become the 
center of attention. Their story of resilience and suc-
cess is powerful and we need your continued support. 
Please make a contribution, join us for our Annual 
Scholarship Dinner on March 11th and invite your 
family and friends into our St. Aloysius fold. I en-
courage all of you to consider passing along the good 
work we do at St. Aloysius to a family member and 
friend. Enclosed in this newsletter is a reply card that 
will allow us to mail your family and friends, and in-
vite them into our extended family of those who be-
lieve in our mission and the children we serve.    
  

On March 11th, we'll honor Rev. Robert A. Wild, S.J., 
a dedicated educator and current President of Mar-
quette University along with two graduates of our 
middle school programs. Deandra F. Irving is a Sr. 
Thea Bowman graduate, who is now a senior at Con-
vent of the Sacred Heart. Braulio Perez is a Gonzaga 
graduate, who is now a senior at Fordham Prep. 
Deandra and Braulio are prime examples of the out-
come we seek; both were well-prepared 8th graders 
who made the academic and social transition to excel-
lent high schools. St. Aloysius continues to be a 
model for inner city education; we care for our stu-
dents academic, social, and spiritual development and 
we maintain our supportive relationship with them 
through high school.  
  

My sincerest gratitude for your continued support. 
Blessings,  

 
 
Susan Abelein, Ph.D. 
Head of School 
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St. Aloysius offers under-served children an excellent 
education on par with the best private schools in NYC at 
a fraction of the cost.  
Invest in our students: 
�� Sponsor a student through our Scholarship Program 
�� Donate to our Annual Fund 
�� Buy a table or ticket to our Annual Scholarship Dinner 
�� Volunteer  
�� Host a private fundraising reception  
�� Refer us to a friend or family member 

 
 

For more info, call Lisa Bennett at (212) 283.0921, ext.2203 

REFER A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER  
 

The Development Office at St. Aloysius is looking to 
spread the word about our great school.   
 
St. Aloysius does an incredible job of educating chil-
dren; our successes are numerous. The current state 
of the economy has affected our foundation and indi-
vidual donor support and we need to attract new 
partners to our mission. 
  
Please help us share our success story with family and 
friends by completing the enclosed referral card and 
returning it to us in the envelope provided. 
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Janice Innis-Thompson is Senior Vice President and 
Chief Compliance Officer for TIAA-CREF. She joined 

TIAA-CREF in October 2006 from 
Tyco International, where she was 
Vice President and Chief Compli-
ance Counsel. Prior to Tyco Interna-
tional, Ms. Innis-Thompson worked 
for International Paper Company 
first as litigation counsel and later as 
International Paper’s first Chief 
Compliance Counsel. Ms. Innis-

Thompson was a prosecutor with the United States Justice 
Department for 6�  years where she focused on health care 
fraud and financial fraud matters. She also spent a year at 
the Executive Office for United States Attorneys as Coun-
sel to the Director. Ms. Innis-Thompson earned both her 
undergraduate and law degrees from the University of 
Florida, Gainesville. All of us in the St. Aloysius School 
community warmly welcome Ms. Innis-Thompson to our 
Board.� �
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J.M.R. BARKER FOUNDATION GIVES $300,000 TO ART PROGRAM 
 

With great thanks to a 3-year grant from the J.M.R. Barker 
Foundation, the Art Program at St. Aloysius continues to 
thrive. Teachers are incorporating new techniques and have 
embraced an approach that uses art to bring every subject to 
life.  
 

Our 2 art teachers who are successful professional artists 
have use museums throughout the City as their classrooms. 
Students go on many trips to some of the City’s premier 
cultural institutions like the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Our Gonzaga Boys, along with art teacher Chris Twomey, 
were even featured on the front page of the Weekend Arts 
(December 5, 2008) section of The New York Times in an 
article by Roberta Smith entitled "Illuminating the Dark 
Ages!"  Students also make trips to the Studio Museum of 
Harlem and other galleries. 
 

The gift from the J.M.R. Barker Foundation has helped us 
to bring the visual arts into our school in new and holistic 
ways. Our students now have new and exciting ways to ex-
press their creativity and the results have been remarkable. �  
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This fall, all of our 8th graders in the Bowman and Gonzaga Mid-
dle School Programs began the process of preparing for high 
school. With the encouragement of counselors, Dawn Daniels 
and Seanette Vaughan in the Graduate Support Department, 
students visited schools, met with high school counselors, and 
started prep classes for the Test for Acceptance to Catholic High 
School (TACHS). The exam results are used to see which schools 
the students have applied to are best suited to them.  
 
On November 7th, the class of 2009 headed to their testing site 
and took the test they have all been talking about and preparing 
for since the school year began. We are confident that each stu-
dent has done his or her best. So far, our students have been ac-
cepted to the following high schools: 

Congratulations to the Class of 2009! 

Gonzaga students and art teacher Chris Twomey examine a  
14th-century reliquary tabernacle in the Gallery for  

Western European Medieval Art at The Metropolitan Museum.  

Academy of Mt. Saint Ursula 
All Hallows 
Aquinas 
Bishop Loughlin 
Cardinal Hayes 
Cardinal Spellman 
Convent of the Sacred Heart 
Dominican Academy 
Fordham Prep 
LaSalle Academy 
Mt. St. Michael Academy 
Notre Dame 
 
 

Preston 
Rice 
St. Agnes 
St. Catherine Academy 
St. John’s Prep 
St. Michael Academy 
St. Raymond Academy 
  for Girls 
St. Raymond High  
  School for Boys 
St. Vincent Ferrer 
Xavier 

GONZAGA RENS WIN BIG  
 

Our boys basketball team, the Gonzaga Rens (named after the 
Harlem Renaissance) are off to an impressive 13-2 start for the 08-
09 season, with coach Mike McLeggan and assistance by pro-
gram coordinator Billy Johnson. 7th and 8th grade boys comprise 
the winning team of fifteen players; pictured below, are Kyle 
McLeggan, Ronnie Pinkerton, Tyler Wilson, Kyle Chavis, and 
John Polanco. McLeggan, a co-captain and shooting guard, 
shares that he prefers defense, because “a good defense creates 
offense.” Pinkerton, also a co-captain and forward, who will be 
attending Rice High School next year, leads the team in scoring 
with an average of 19-20 points per game; he is most proud of the 
team’s leadership and skill development. Polanco says that the 
greatest game so far was against Incarnation School, where the 
team came back from a 16-point half-time deficit to win by 4!  
 

Above and beyond 
the win-loss column 
and team stats is the 
fact that our Rens are 
treating their oppo-
nents with respect, 
accepting defeat, and 
doing their best. The 
boys are also learning 
life skills that extend 
well beyond the court. 
Their dedication, 
teamwork, and posi-
tive attitude have 
been nothing less than 
spectacular. �  
 

Go Rens!  
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ST. ALOYSIUS STUDENTS RING OPENING BELL AT 
THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE 

 

St. Aloysius students were invited to The New York Stock Exchange inauguration event 
on January 20th. A few of the stu-
dents actually got the chance to ring 
the opening bell from the steps of 
Federal Hall as was done during our 
nation's very first inauguration. 
Each student received a commemo-
rative medal as a souvenir of the 
event. The group of 23 students and 
4 faculty were also treated to a pri-
vate tour of Federal Hall and a spe-
cial viewing of the inauguration on 
a jumbotron in front of the building.  
 

Thanks to Melissa A. Romano, 
Manager, Marketing and Communi-
cations for The New York Stock 
Exchange; Charlie Whelan, Advi-
sory Board member and Patrick 
Fitzpatrick, Jr. for coordinating 
this special event.�  

St. Aloysius students on the site where George Washington was 
inaugurated as the first President of the United States. 
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Visit our NEW  

website 
www.staloysiusschool.org 


