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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear Friends, 
 

I am delighted to share several highlights 

of the past several months with you on the 

pages that follow. We have many reasons 

to be proud of our students, and, as you 

read on, we hope you will take pride in all 

that you have enabled St. Aloysius School 

students to do and experience. With your 

help, many lives have been transformed! 
 

Perhaps one of our most significant    

highlights is the School’s transition this 

fall to a Jesuit-sponsored school governed 

by an independent Board of Trustees. This 

marks an important moment in St. Aloysius School history, as we will become one 

of a handful of Jesuit-sponsored elementary/middle schools in the nation and the 

first elementary/middle school in New York City to transition from a traditional, 

parish-based Archdiocesan model to an independent school. We will continue our 

association with the NativityMiguel Network of Schools and remain on the         

vanguard of inner-city education.   
 

While the Jesuits have been involved with us for the past twenty years, our         

relationship is now more formal. This makes our innovative model for inner-city 

education even stronger and opens us up to a world of educational resources and 

people who share our commitment to social justice. Inside this cover are several 

questions commonly asked about Jesuit education. If you would like to learn more, 

please do not hesitate to call me at (212) 283-0921, ext. 2212. 
 

Gratefully Yours, 
 

 

John J. Lavangino 

President 

With deepest gratitude, we acknowledge the following individuals who recently stepped 

down from St. Aloysius School's Advisory Board. We extend our heartfelt thanks for 

their past generosity, dedication and service to the School. 
 

Susan Abelein, Ph.D. 

Fr. Jonathan DeFelice, O.S.B. 

Timothy B. Greenfield 

Adam M. Mizel 

Rev. Frederick J. Pellegrini, S.J. 

Patricia Chadwick* 
 

*Special thanks to Patricia Chadwick for agreeing to transition to our Emeritus Board.  
Visit us on the web at 

www.staloysiusschool.org 

Mr. John Lavagnino with students from Pre-K3. 
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1. What inspires the Jesuits’ educational vision? 

St. Ignatius Loyola founded the Jesuits in 1540. He believed that Jesuits should be active in the world, rather than living in 

a cloistered monastery as other orders did. While schools were not originally part of his vision, they came to be seen as an 

effective way to serve others by promoting learning and forming good character. They also aided society by shaping leaders 

who would act justly in service to their community. At the heart of the Jesuits’ educational vision is Ignatian spirituality 

which inspires a set of qualities, including a desire to find God in all things and a conviction that talents and knowledge are 

gifts to be used to help others.  
 

2. Why have so many Jesuit schools become synonymous with educational excellence?   

Jesuit schools offer an academically distinguished program that is designed to educate the ―whole person,‖ to challenge    

students to achieve their full potential and to become life-long learners. Jesuit schools provide ongoing training that helps 

teachers to improve their knowledge and skills, to develop character in their students, and to form graduates who will be 

leaders in their communities.   
 

Below are characteristics of the ideal graduate of a Jesuit School: 

open to growth 

intellectually competent 

religious 

loving 

committed to doing justice 
 

3. How does the curriculum in Jesuit schools differ from what one might find in public or non-Jesuit 
schools?   

A Jesuit education is holistic – it addresses mind, body and spirit. A hallmark of Jesuit education is cura personalis. The 

Latin phrase cura personalis captures the Jesuit principle that emphasizes the formation of each individual person in his or 

her entirety. Jesuit education seeks to attend to the intellectual, spiritual, physical, and emotional development of students. 

The spirit of cura personalis is characterized by openness, honesty, respect, fairness, and responsibility. 
 

4. The Jesuits have been involved at St. Aloysius School for the past twenty years.  How will that         
relationship change, now that the school is “Jesuit-sponsored”? 

The Jesuits will now have a deeper relationship with St. Aloysius, assuring the school’s mission, reinforcing its core values 

and enhancing its reputation for academic excellence.  St. Aloysius will also forge closer relationships with the other middle 

schools and high schools sponsored by the Jesuits.  
 

5. Is the mission or character of St. Aloysius School going to change?   

The mission and culture of the School will continue to reflect our commitment to social justice and other humanistic values 

that we share with the Jesuits.   
 

6. How does St. Aloysius carry out the Jesuits’ mission and commitment to Social Justice? 

St. Aloysius seeks to serve those most in need. We impart to children enrolled in the school the ideal of service to others. We 

demonstrate solidarity with the poor by recruiting and retaining students from families of limited means and by offering 

generous financial aid. We strive to provide access to a quality education for children who would not otherwise have the 

means to develop their talents. This includes providing tuition assistance for our graduates as they pursue high school and 

lay the foundation for college.    
 

7. Will St. Aloysius require its students, faculty, staff, and board members to be Catholic?  

No. In fact, most of our students are not Catholic. Our Board and faculty are comprised of people of diverse faiths as well.  

Jesuit schools value interreligious collaboration and respect the faiths embraced by the members of the diverse local          

religious communities they serve. Those who attend, work at, and volunteer in Jesuit schools have the opportunity to       

develop spiritually in an atmosphere that respects the full spectrum of religious traditions.  
 

8. How does a Jesuit education prepare students for contemporary life? 

A Jesuit school aims to form students of ―competence, conscience and compassion.‖ A Jesuit school prepares its graduates to 

analyze their own contemporary culture with insight and intelligence. It helps students become sensitive to areas of injustice 

and encourages solidarity with the disadvantaged and dispossessed of modern global society.   

WHAT IS A JESUIT-SPONSORED SCHOOL 
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We are pleased to announce that the 2010 Annual 

Scholarship Dinner, held on May 18th at the New York 

Hilton, was a great success! Guests were treated to 

performances by our students, a delicious meal and 

lively music by Master of Ceremonies Marcus Lovett, 

star of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera.  
  
Our annual dinner is a chance to celebrate our         

accomplishments and to reaffirm our commitment to 

St. Aloysius. We were reminded of the importance of 

our work by our honoree, John G. Duffy, Chairman and 

CEO of Keefe Bruyette and Woods, who shared with us 

humorous personal anecdotes and the history of his 

commitment to Catholic education. 

 

We were also very pleased to recognize two of our out-

standing alumni, Assata Thomas and Roberto Ortiz, 

who shared their reflections on their St. Aloysius 

School Experience. With their heartfelt appreciation 

and touching stories, these young adults reinforced our 

belief in the mission of St. Aloysius and were a true 

testament to the great things we do for our students. 

 

It was a pleasure to see so many of our friends       

gathered in the Trianon Ballroom to help us raise 

$600,000 in vital funds for our Scholarship Program.  

 

Our sincere gratitude to our Dinner Committee,          

co-chaired by Joseph Garrity and Andrew Senchak, 

without whom the dinner could not have been such a 

success. Thanks to ALL of our supporters for making 

our success possible! 

18TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER A SUCCESS 

Emcee Marcus Lovett serenades our guests. Guests seated at dinner. 

Ellen and John Lavagnino with honoree, John G. Duffy.  

Principal Carol Martino presents medal to Assata Thomas. (l-r) John Lavagnino, Roberto Ortiz and Rev. Kenneth Boller, S.J.  



 

 

Hans in his favorite after-school activity, Art Club. 
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This June marked the sixth year that St. Aloysius 

students have participated in the Reading First 

program. The program has had an impressive     

impact on our children’s acquisition of core reading 

skills, and their performance on standardized     

assessments. Reading First is sponsored by the 

United States Department of Education, and it   

provides support to schools to infuse scientifically 

proven instructional and assessment techniques 

into lessons, ensuring that all children learn to 

read well by the end of 3rd grade. 
 

Reading First has had a lasting impact on St.    

Aloysius teachers, giving them new methods and 

approaches to lesson planning and implementation. 

It also has had a strong effect on our students in 

kindergarten through 3rd grade, most notably on 

their performance on DIBELS, or Dynamic         

Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills, which are 

short, concise measures that indicate progress in 

reading acquisition.  
 

A comparison of DIBELS results for St. Aloysius 

students over the last five years clearly shows that 

benchmark reading performance has steadily 

climbed since the inception of Reading First. In 

2006, 56% of our students participating in the   

program met mastery on the DIBELS assessment. 

By the fourth year, this climbed to 74% of our    

students. This year, an impressive 84% of our   

children in kindergarten through 3rd grade       

demonstrated mastery on the assessment. In fact, 

many of our students did not solely meet mastery – 

they surpassed the benchmark reading score by 

more than 100%. Furthermore, this year our      

students scored better than students at any of the 

5 Catholic and 7 public schools in the area that 

participated in Reading First.  
 

These outcomes reflect the commitment that St. 

Aloysius faculty have for bringing the best         

educational opportunities to our students. Through 

Reading First, our children have excelled in        

essential reading skills necessary for success at St. 

Aloysius, in high school and beyond. 

ST. ALOYSIUS’S YOUNGEST STUDENTS EXCEL IN READING 

On June 9th, Hans Genares, a shy 8th grader in our Gonzaga Middle School 

Program for Boys, accompanied by his proud parents, attended the 2010     

National Scholastic Art & Writing Awards ceremony at Carnegie Hall. Hans 

won a National Scholastic Art & Writing Award for his video game              

submission.   

 

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is the nation’s largest, longest-running 

scholarship and recognition program for teenage artists and writers. For 87 

years, The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards have been the preeminent     

showcase for student creativity. Accomplished artists and writers including 

Richard Avedon, Mel Bochner, Truman Capote, John Lithgow, Joyce Carol 

Oates, Zac Posen, Sylvia Plath, Robert Redford, and Andy Warhol were       

recognized as teenagers. 

 

For the first time ever, video games were included in the award categories and, among the more than 

100 video games submissions, only 13 received national medals. Hans was among the very first to      

receive this honor.  
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In addition to our substantial picture book holdings, 

The McKenna Library at St. Aloysius School houses and 

maintains (through state funding) the NYCSLS picture 

book ―special collection,‖ the subject and focus of a four-

day workshop hosted by the New York City Department 

of Education in August.  

During the event, led by Ms. Olga Nesi, librarian at the 

J. Cavallero Intermediate School in Brooklyn, a group 

of sixteen librarians and teachers shared their ideas 

and expertise. The group, including Ms. Barbara Strip-

ling, Director of the Office of Library Services at the          

Department of Education and Sr. Margaret Dennehy, 

S.C., Librarian at St. Aloysius, collaborated on the     

design of a new approach to helping children understand and use specific descriptive language when reflecting 

on, discussing, choosing and sharing the books they enjoy. The goal of the workshop was simple, enabling young 

people to speak and write about the elements of a story that may  entice another to read it. The participants 

fine-tuned a process for applying the ―appeal terms‖ concept to picture books. 

Future work sessions are planned for engaging readers in elementary and middle school and beyond, and we 

are enthusiastic about being part of this ongoing project to help our students as they develop into readers. For 

more information about the project’s progress please contact Sr. Margaret at mdennehy@staloysiusschool.org.  

Attendees participating in the picture book discussion. 

As part of our longstanding relationship with the Jes-

uit Volunteer Corps, we are lucky to have an enthusi-

astic pair of volunteers each year. In July, we said 

goodbye to Bridget Croutier and Justine Javier, our 

volunteers for the 2009-2010 school year. Bridget 

joined the law firm Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 

Garrison LLP where she begins a two-year program, 

working as a paralegal. This will be great experience 

for her as she contemplates attending law school. 

Justine moved to Washington, D.C. to pursue work in 

the non-profit world - hopefully in youth ministry.  
 

This school year, we welcome two new Jesuit volun-

teers, Lauren Foley and Elliot Zanger. Lauren grew up 

in Woburn, Massachusetts which is located north of     

Boston. She graduated from Fordham University in 

2009. Her first assignment in the Jesuit Volunteer 

Corps was in Mobile, Alabama, and she is ―excited to 

be working with students in the Mother Theodore and 

Pierre Toussaint programs at St. Aloysius this year!‖    
 

Elliot comes to us all the way from Hollister,          

California. He is a graduate of Santa Clara University. 

During his time in New York City, Elliot will be living 

in the Jesuit Volunteer Community of West Har-

lem.  He says ―I am excited to be working here at St. 

Aloysius with the Bowman and Gonzaga Programs.‖  
 

INTERESTING FACTS: Lauren has read all the Harry   

Potter books way too many times to count, and Elliot 

can easily name all 195 countries in the world!  

JESUIT VOLUNTEERS TAKE ON NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

GROWING READERS: THE POWER OF SHARING BOOKS 

Lauren Foley and Elliot Zanger in The McKenna Library. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geupmi55hMfL4AiSJXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTBybnZlZnRlBHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=11d50g0hh/EXP=1285175586/**http%3a/www.paulweiss.com/
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geupmi55hMfL4AiSJXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTBybnZlZnRlBHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=11d50g0hh/EXP=1285175586/**http%3a/www.paulweiss.com/


 

 

ALTMAN FOUNDATION SUPPORTS  
ST. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL’S FUTURE 
 

St. Aloysius is entering an exciting phase in its       

development this fall as it transitions to an              

independent, Jesuit-sponsored school governance 

model. A generous gift of $50,000 from the Altman 

Foundation will support this transition, helping to 

fund a new position and leadership structure. 
 

For the 2010-11 school year, Carol Martino, will   

provide leadership for the Mother Theodore and    

Pierre Toussaint Programs (pre-kindergarten 

through 5th grade). Courtney Nunns, last year’s 

Bowman Program Coordinator, will take on the new role of Middle School 

Principal for students enrolled in our Bowman and Gonzaga Programs 

(6th—8th grade). 
 

As Middle School Principal, Ms. Nunns will work with Mrs. Martino to       

provide leadership for the academic program, strengthen our ability to   

attract and retain high quality teachers, develop and implement programs, 

assure that each student has the support and guidance he or she needs, 

and work closely with our students and alumni as they make the important 

transitions to high school and college. 
 

All of us at St. Aloysius are extremely grateful to the Altman Foundation 

for believing in our mission and our future as we seek to serve inner-city 

children from the greater Harlem community.  
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