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**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

 

ST. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL STUDENTS CREATE MURAL “I AM 
HARLEM” AS PART OF CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MON TH 
 

 
 

 
Pre-K to 8th grade students at St. Aloysius, a private school in the Jesuit tradition for children in 
Central Harlem, worked together to create a mural called “I am Harlem” in celebration of national 
Black History Month .  The mural is the culmination of a six week project to educate the students 
about Harlem history, music and literature that are a part of its legendary past. The students have also 
been celebrating their roots through music, dance and Oratory performances. 
 
Throughout the six weeks, the 300 students participated in a “River to River” theme, exploring the 
neighborhood on foot and learning about the many individuals whose lives, talents and contributions 
are essential to the telling of Harlem’s story. Students visited historical locations, including Strivers’ 
Row, Sugar Hill, the Schomburg Library, Harlem Hospital, the Apollo Theatre and the homes of 
Langston Hughes and Romare Beardon.   
 
The mural is a compilation of 369 photos taken by the children who then worked in groups to create 
the collage.  The goal of the project is to educate the school children on the important people and 
events, including the Harlem Renaissance, that have occurred in their neighborhood. They have 
developed a sense of community and purpose to see themselves as tomorrow’s leaders. 
 
The mural is on display in the school, along with 65 works of art by Beardon, Lawrence and Catlett. 
 

# # #  
 
About St. Aloysius School: Founded in 1940, St. Aloysius School is a two-campus Archdiocesan school in the 
Jesuit tradition, located in Central Harlem, dedicated to educating inner city children at risk of never reaching their 
potential. We do this through a comprehensive, academically challenging, literature-based program that includes 
support of the family and the whole child.  We give our students a chance: a chance to feel cared for and nurtured, a 
chance to receive an exceptional education, a chance for a great future. 
 
 

To learn more about St. Aloysius and how you can help, please call (212) 283.0921 or visit: 
www.staloysiusschool.org. 


